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Correspondence. 


McArthur  Lodge,  No.  364,  I.  0.  0.  F., 
Mc Arthur,  0.,  July  4,  1863. 
Rev.  Dr.  Blair  : — 

Dear  Bro.:    I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  following  resolution, 
this  day  adopted  by  our  Lodge  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  McArthur  Lodge  No.  364, 1.  0.  O.  F.,  be  tendered 
Dr.  Blair  for  his  able  address,  and  a  copy  be  solicited  for  publication  by  this  Lodge , 
if  agreeable  with  his  feelings."  J.  A.  FELTON, 

Sec'y  of  McArthur  Lodge  No.  364, 1.  0.  0.  F. 


Athens,  0.,  July  9,  1863. 
J.  A.  Felton,  Esq.,  Sec'y  McArthur  Lodge  No.  364, 1.  0.  0 .  F.:— 

Dear  Bro.:  Your  note  containing  the  estimate  of  my  address  on  the  part  of 
your  Lodge,  and  asking  a  copy  for  publication,  has  been  received.  Please  accept 
two  things  of  about  equal  value  :  The  first,  is  my  thanks  for  the  proffered  honor  ; 
the  second  is-the  manuscript  of  a  hastily  prepared  address,  to  be  dealt  with  as  your 
resolution  proposes,  if  in  the  judgment  of  your  Lodge  it  will  subserve  the  public 
good  in  any  degree.  Very  truly  and  Fraternally  yours, 

J.*G.  BLAIR. 


To  the  intelligent  gentlemen  whose  society  I  so  much  enjoy,  and  whose  friend- 
ship I  so  highly  appreciate,  but  with  whom  I  am  obliged,  by  honest  convictions,  to 
differ  on  the  civil  issues  of  our  day,  I  take  the  liberty  in  the  same  kind  spirit  with 
which  we  have  so  often  conversed  together,  to  dedicate  the  following  Address. 

AUTHOR. 


Brethren  of  the  Order — Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

Time  and  again  since  I  accepted  your  polite  invitation  to  address 
the  citizens  of  this  county  on  this  memorable  day  in  our  national 
history,  I  have  inquired  of  my  own  mind  what  I  could  say  that  would 
contribute  something,  however  little,  towards  averting  the  present 
threatened  dismemberment  of  our  National  Union,  and  promotive  of 
its  continued  integrity  and  honor.  In  schools  and  churches,  and 
benevolent  institutions,  we  are  all  deeply  interested  ;  but  in  the  per- 
manency and  purity  of  our  Government  are  involved  not  only  these 
institutions,  but  our  property,  our  arts,  our  commerce,  our  honor,  our 
civilization,  and  whatever  inspires  hopes  for  the  future,  either  for  our- 
selves or  coming  generations.  I  desire  on  this  occasion,  when  the 
firey  tempest  of  fraternal  war  encircles  our  horizon,  to  use  no  rhetoric, 
no  oratorical  exaggerations.  The  time  and  the  place  forbid  it.  The 
fearful  history  we  are  now  making  transcends  the  power  of  language 
to  record.  The  spirit  of  the  age  defies  all  portraiture.  We  know 
not  the  moral  atmosphere  we  breathe — not  as  well  as  posterity  will 
hereafter.  I  do  not  propose  to  attempt  an  analysis  of  that  spirit  whose 
outcropings  so  clearly  show 

"  That  the  age  of  virtuous  politics  is  past. 
And  we  are  deep  in  that  of  cold  pretence; 
Statesmen  are  grown  too  shrewd  to  be  sincere, 
And  men  too  wise  to  trust  them." 

I  respectfully  ask  you  to  travel  with  me  over  certain  preliminary  an- 
tecedents in  the  civil  history  of  our  country  to  the  end  that,  in  common, 
we  may  make  up  an  intelligent  verdict  as  to  the  true  issue — the  lis 
pendens — in  which  at  the  cost  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  the 
people  of  this  humane  and  enlightened  nation  are  now  so  intensely 
engaged. 

I  set  it  down  as  a  truism,  that  with  very  few  exceptions,  every  man 


wishes  to  be  honest  in  his  principles,  and  to  advocate  what  he  believes 
to  be  true,  in  both  his  religious  and  political  opinions.  Indiscriminate 
denunciation  betrays  neither  a  head  nor  a  heart  worthy  of  public  con- 
fidence. 

No  man  desires  to  believe  a  lie,  or  to  become  the  dupe  of  liars,  any 
more  than  he  wishes  to  be   a  horse-thief,  or  to  commit  suicide.     And 
could  those  radicals  of  any  name   in  our  unhappy  country,  who    are 
upon  the  verge  of  partisan  insanity,  be  brought  to  see  that  the  policy 
they  advocate,  and  the  spirit  they  engender,  are  revolutionary  and  de- 
structive of  the  institutions  and  power   of  popular  government,  their 
own  love  of  life  and   happiness  would  forbid  their  being  so  slow   in 
yielding  what  must  result  in  their  ruin.     When  I  say  that  every  man 
desires  to    be    politically   honest,  I   allude    to   the  citizens   of  the  na- 
tion— the   masses   of  the  people.     We  are  not  oblivious   of  what  no 
one  whose  eyes  are  open,  and  who  has  mind  enough  to  interpret  what 
he  sees,  can  deny,  that   there  are  men  enough  who   are  political    shy- 
locks — mere  mistletoes  upon   society.     They  seek  the  spoils  of  office, 
to  handle  public  funds,  to  be  pilots  of  the  ship  of  state,  to  keep  them- 
selves in  power  and  pay  at  any  sacrifice,  either  of  principle  or  patri- 
otism.    They  live  by  office,  and  hence  their  zeal  for  party  transcends 
their  patriotism  for  their  country. 

The  fact  of  the  existence  of  such  men  in  modern  society,  and  in  our 
country,  is  not  unique.  This  class  of  men  have  always  existed  in 
every  nation  known  to  history.  In  Egypt  they  hire  themselves  out 
to  shed  tears  for  the  dead.  In  Rome  they  peddle  dispensations  for  the 
Pope.  In  England  they  write  epitaphs  for  the  Royal  Family,  calling 
black,  white,  and  bitter,  sweet,  professionally.  In  the  United  States 
they  make  mouths  at  the  President  until  they  are  made  Internal  Rev- 
enue officers,  or  Marshals,  or  put  to  rest  by  some  lucrative  office.  Their 
patriotism  or  their  treason  depends  upon  their  accidents.  Such  men 
exist  in  the  order  of  things  among  nations  just  as  lice  exist  in  the 
animal  kingdom,  simply  to  give  exercise  to  the  nervous  system  of  the 
body  politic.  People  of  all  shades  of  opinion  despise  such  men  as  they 
deserve,  and  yet,  not  unfrequently,  these  jejune  leeches  upon  the 
people  will  howl  up  imaginary  issues,  and  make  themselves  of  so 
much  consequence  as  to  give  color  to  whole  parties  in  the  country. 
When  we  say  the  people  are  honest  and  do  not  wish  to  believe  or  act 
a  political  falsehood,  or  become  the  abettors  of  treason,  we  lay  these 
men  out  of  the  account.  We  cannot  for  a  moment  indulge  the  thought 
that  there  is  a  person  here  to-day  that  would,  knowingly,  aid  Jeff. 
Davis  in  overthrowing  the  institutions  of  our  common  country. 

The  two  greatest  days  in  the  history  of  humanity  are  the  birth-days 


of  the  fSon  of  God  and  of  representative  republicanism".     The  people 

of  this  nation  have  felt  the  influence  of  their  republican  institutions  as 
ive  feel  the  invigorating   power  of  the  atmosphere.     They  have  been 
born  and  nurtured  under  them,  unconscious,  to  a  great  extent,  of   the 
radiant  canopy   beneath  which  they  live,  and  of   the    life    so    richly 
and  healthfully  imparted  to   the  whole  citizen  system,  quickening  the 
pulsation,  toning  the   nerves,  regaling  the  senses,  inspiring  the  mind, 
and,  by  their  gentle  power,  as  soft  as  the  morning  light  that  falls  upon 
the   sleeping  infant,  stimulating  and  adorning  the  whole  man— body, 
soul  and  mind — man  in  all  his  parts  and  lawful  relations.     It  is  to  be 
feared  that  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed  our  wealth,  and  our  families,  and 
our  free  religion,  and  free  speech,  and  free  schools,  little  realizing  that 
"a   hidden  earth-worm  was  exhausting  the  vital  power"  of    the  tree 
upon  whose   fruit  we  have  been  so  bountifully  fed.     But  now,  as   the 
fruit  begins  to  wither,  and  the  leaves  become  sere,  and  the  atmosphere 
thin,  men  everywhere    start   back  ;  their  eyes  are   dim,  their   hearing 
uncertain,  their  pulsations   irregular,  and  fear  hangs  her    dimning  veil 
around  them.     It  would  have  been  well  had  the  people  discarded  dem- 
agogues and  old  political  jugglers  that  hang  around  court-houses  and 
jmblic  places,  concerting  schemes  to  keep  themselves  in  power,  fishing 
for  farmer  A  and  farmer  B — getting  Mr.  0  and  Mr.  X  appointed  dele- 
gates   to    county  conventions,    state    conventions   and   national  con- 
ventions, fixing  up  the  people,  by  bribing  with  money  and  bribing  with 
whisky.     Corrupt  party  tactics  have  been  the  game  in  our  nation.     It 
is  seen  in  almost  every  popular  organization.     It  has  borne  its  fruits. 
It  would  have  been    well  if   honest  people  had  carefully  looked  to 
these  things  and  not  been  deterred  from  putting  men  of  integrity — an 
industrious,  capable  farmer   or  mechanic  in  office,  instead   of   being 
influenced  by  the  lies   and  schemes  of  corrupt  partisans,  howling  over 
the  country  as  though  the   nation  were  ruined  if  their  party  were  not 
in  power,  and  themselves  in  office. 

But  now  that  the  people  have  confided  too  long  their  interests  to 
the  hands  of  men  who  have  betrayed  and  robbed  them  ;  now  that 
political  corruption  has  matured  in  treason  and  mobs  and  blood;  now 
that  the  nation  is  poised  upon  the  verge  of  anarchy  ;  now  that  Amer- 
ican freemen  are  near  repeating  the  bloody  scenes  of  French  revolu- 
tions— the  people  begin  to  realize  the  worth  of  their  civil  institutions, 
and  how  deeply  they  are  rooted  iii  the  nature  of  man.  To  defend 
them  at  the  cost  of  life  is  to  pay  but  a  small  price  for  what  the  world 
gains  in  return.  So  accordant  with  the  instincts  and  wants  of  man's 
nature  are  the  principles  and  spirit  of  our  free  institutions  that  they 
have  become  bone   of  our  bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh,  and  existence 
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without  them  is  presumed  suicide.  We  know  that  these  are  times  of 
crimination  and  recrimination.  Men  cannot  at  once  forget  the  past — - 
let  go  political  prejudices  and  old  grudges,  and  meet  upon  a  common 
platform,  and  join  in  a  bond  of  patriotic  brotherhood.  The  last  thing 
the  mind  conquers  is  itself.  All  their  lives  men  have  been  schooled 
in  our  society  to  look  upon  each  other  as  political  heretics.  Never  in 
the  history  of  any  nation  of  earnest,  intelligent  men  has  there  been 
such  a  play  of  political  antithises  and  patriotic  impulses  as  we  have 
seen  among  the  American  people  during  the  last  two  years.  This 
partisan  feeling  has  been  the  bane  of  this  nation — a  scourge  of  scorpi- 
ons— and  this  day  of  sacred  memories,  and  the  fearful  state  of  our 
country,  call  upon  us  as  honest  men — men  who  want  to  be  true  pat- 
riots, and  to  leave  to  our  posterity  a  liberal,  pure,  and  humane  Gov- 
ernment., 

"  To  tear  the  coiled  serpent  from  the  State's  vitals, 
First  hang  him  up,  writhing,  to  public  scorn, 
Then  fling  him  forth  to  ruin." 

The  spirit  of  our  day  demands  another  remark.  Men — loyal,  true 
men,  have  been  censured  for  expressions  which  in  other  times  would 
not  have  provoked  a  rejoinder.  Unspoken  loyalty  to  the  Uuion  is 
written  down  as  treason,  and  unreiterated  patriotism  is,  in  the  mouth 
of  political  jugglers,  secession.  Everett,  and  Prentice,  and  Seward,  and 
Blair,  and  Brooks,  and  Weed,  and  multitudes  of  other?,  are  all  ship- 
ped for  "  Dixie."  Some  of  you  may  have  innocently  provoked  and 
felt  the  stripes  of  public  suspicion  urged  against  you  perhaps  by  some 
worthless  coxcomb,  whose  mercenary  services  in  the  army  give  him, 
for  the  moment,  an  unnatural  importance  among  the  people.  Why, 
my  fellow  citizens,  I  have  been  published  during  this  war  as  a  but- 
ternut by  a  godless,  epauletted  pettifogger,  whose  genius,  unrestrained 
by  truth,  justice,  honor  or  self-respect  could  just  as  well  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  whole  solar  system  as  the  subordinate  duties  of  a  federal 
commission. 

These  things  ought  not,  and  shall  not  mar  our  patriotism,  or  pre- 
vent our  rising  to  that  untrammeled  position  where  we  can  hurl  our 
united  strength,  against  the  enemies  of  this  glorious  Union !  We 
cannot  believe  that  there  is  a  man  here  who  has  any  understanding  of 
the  value  and  glory  of  our  free  institutions  that  would  to-day  raise  his 
band  before  the  living,  and  the  spirits  of  the  honored  dead,  which  you 
may  conceive  as  hovering  around  you — it  may  be  those  of  your  fathers, 
or  sons,  or  husbands — and  traitorously  swear  to  surrender  this  price- 
less Union  !  The  very  idea  is  revolting.  Equally  intense  is  your 
determination  to  hold  up  and  abide  by  those  principles  and  that  public 
economy  without  which  the  American  people  cannot  exist  as  a  united 


and  powerful  nation,  exemplifying  in  their  arts  and  commerce,  and 
civilization,  what  heirship  of  greatness  an  All-wise  God  lias  pre- 
ordained for  our  common  humanity.  As  you,  fellow  citizen,  have 
doubtless  formed  deiinite  opinions  as  to  what  these  principles  and  this 
policy  demand,  and  no  doubt  differ  somewhat  among  yourselves, 
permit  me  to  say  it  is  not  my  mission  to-day  to  question  the  political 
sentiments  of  any  one  further  than  the  facts  involved  in  this  address 
shall  speak  for  themselves. 

A  truly  honest  and  thinking  man  will  spend  but  little  time  in  the 
defence  of  those  party  platforms  whose  birthday  in  our  nation  began 
the  forging  of  other  ligaments  to  control  the  representatives  of  the 
nation  than  those  of  that  noblest  of  all  platforms — the  Federal  Con- 
stitution— woven  by  the  scarred  fingers  and  inspired  minds  of  the 
patriots  of  '76.  You  have,  no  doubt,  again  and  again  in  common 
with  thousands  of  candid  men  of  all  political  casts  in  our  nation,  asked 
yourselves,  "  What  is  the  real  enemy  that  has  undertaken  the  inhuman 
work  of  overthrowing  the  noble  institutions  of  our  American  Repub- 
lic ?"  Is  it  Davis  and  Lee,  and  Johnson,  and  Bragg,  and  their  allies  ? 
Are  they  the  disturbing  agents  of  poison  and  impulse  that  have  brought 
the  clash  of  arms  and  the  flow  of  fraternal  blood  ?  or,  what  is  this 
satanic  power  that  is  rolling  the  chariot  of  war  over  the  crimson  plains- 
of  American  soil,  crushing  beneath  its  ponderous  wheels  the  hearts  and 
limbs  of  sons  and  fathers,  whose  greetings  shall  never  again  cheer  their 
homes,  or  bring  gladness  to  bereayed  parents,  lonely  orphans  and 
weeping  wives  ?  Let  us  search  in  the  history  of  our  social  and  civil 
institutions  for  an  honest  and  true  answer  to  these  questions.  We 
jointly  and  severally  want  to  know  what  that  discordant  element  is  in 
our  public  policy  or  organism  that  has  murdered  our  citizens,  burned 
our  cities  and  plundered  our  homes.  Let  the  lurid  form  of  this  hell- 
born  power  but  stand  before  you,  and  you,  American  citizens,  would 
write  upon  its  forehead  with  the  blood  of  your  own  children  and  hus- 
bands, its  speedy  doom. 

I  ignore  politics  on  this  national  day.  I  desire  to  unfold  honestly 
what  I  conceive  to  be  at  the  foundation  of  this  war,  I  beseech  you 
then  not  to  shrink  back  when  I  touch  upon  a  subject  to  which  we  all 
alike  have  hitherto  been  somewhat  sensitive.  Slavery  has  been  a 
terrible  and  breeding  term  in  our  literature  and  science  and  legislation. 
Its  iufluence  is  ubiquitous.  It  is  found  in  every  hamlet  in  the  nation. 
After  its  products  became  more  valuable,  and  the  system  put  on  a 
growing  magnitude,  the  discussion  of  its  peculiarities  assumed  a  ten- 
derness which  is  wholly  inexplicable  to  those  who  have  not  consulted 
the  historic  record*    of  its   working*    and  relation  to   our  system   of 
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popular  government.  If  this  system  of  slavery  is  the  germ  and 
strength  of  this  rebellion,  I  am  sure  as  sincere  lovers  of  your  country 
you  desire  to  know  it.  If  your  child  had  a  cancer  forming  in  his 
chest  you  would  think  badly  of  the  physician  who  would  strive  to 
prevent  your  knowing  it.  You  would  say,  let  us  know  the  worst ;  we 
do  not  wish  to  be  deceived.  If,  in  like  manner,  Slavery  is  that  pe- 
culiar element  under  the  workings  of  which  the  Government  must  be 
destroyed  unless  its  political  power  be  taken  away,  the  sooner  we  all 
know  it  and  meet  it  as  true  patriots  ought  to  meet  an  issue  of  this 
kind,  the  better  it  will  be  for  us  of  to-day,  and  the  coming  millions  of 
the  future.  The  generations  that  shall  come  after  us  must  have  a  gov- 
ernment, and  one  too  that  has  in  it  a  strength  and  purity  that  shall 
guaranty  the  happiness  of  its  own  subjects  and  the  respect  of  the  en- 
lightened nations  of  the  earth.  You,  men  of  Vinton  county,  would 
vote  for  such  a  government  for  yourselves  and  your  offspring,  and,  if 
need  be,  laying  aside  all  political  shadings  and  embracing  your  wives 
and  children  for  the  last  time,  you  would  heroically  die  to  win  it. — 
Whatever  may  have  been  your  political  antecedents,  such  I  believe 
would  be  your  acts  if  called  to  the  contest.  We  have  affirmed  from 
what  is  known  of  the  patriotism  of  American  freemen,  that  you  would 
give  your  lives  in  defence  of  such  a  government.  We  now  presume 
that  you  have  such  a  government  in  the  Constitution  of  our  Fathers 
and  the  institutions  that  have  sprung  out  of  it,  and  proceed  to  repeat 
the  inquiry,  "Is  American  Slavery  of  such  a  tendency  that  it  is  de- 
structive of  a  representative  republican,  or,  if  you  prefer,  democratic 
government  ?  Is  this  crisis  owing  to  the  senseless  harangues  of  ab- 
olition agitators,  or  is  it  the  result  of  an  enlightened  and  lawful  re- 
straint, placed  by  our  most  thoughtful  statesmen  upon  a  dangerous 
institution,  the  history  of  whose  encroachments  for  the  last  forty  years 
shows  that  this  single  political  power  must  control  every  interest  in 
our  nation  or  be  itself  extinguished  ?  This  element  of  discord  in  our 
national  economy  has  been  looked  to  with  expressions  of  startling 
interest  by  our  most  profound  and  conservative  states-men  from  the 
days  of  Franklin  and  Washington  to  the  present  hour.  Any  earnest 
and  thoughtful  student  of  our  domestic  history  who  can  appreciate  the 
moral  of  events,  must  see  that  the  present  rebellion  is  but  the  inevitar 
ble  result  of  the  whole  past  history  and  workings  of  American  politics. 
It  was  foreseen  by  all  our  leading  statesmen,  and  to  escape  this  result 
was  the  great  problem  of  the  political  lives  of  Clay  and  Webster. 
Permit  me  to  arraign  this  slave  power  before  you,  my  countrymen, 
and  try  it  upon  its  doings  as  I  find  its  footprints  upon  the  pages  of 
our  legislative  history,  rather  than  to  attempt  an  analysis  of  its  social 


and  civil  elements.  It  is  the  discord  it  works  in  the  government 
proper  we  wish  you  to  study  more  than  its  direct  corrupting  social 
influence.  We  cannot  have  the  testimony  of  our  own  senses  as  to 
all  the  facts  stated.  We  are  dependent  in  common  upon  attested 
records.  We  do  not  quote  the  authorities  we  have  examined,  as  we 
presume  you  will  readily  admit  the  facts  stated.  We  are  sure  you 
will  if  you  carefully  consult  the  history  of  which  you  yourselves  have 
heen  a  part. 

For  a  long  period  after  the  organization  of  our  Government,  you 
will  remember,  Slavery  was  looked  upon  as  an  exceptional  and  tem- 
porary fact,  and  as  such  it  was  by  special  ordinance  prohibited  in  the 
territories  then  belonging  to  the  Union.  Our  Fathers  were  chary  of 
the  system.  It  had,  since  the  days  of  De  las  Casas,  been  handed 
around  the  circle  of  European  nations,  and  left  its  blood-stains  upon 
the  hands  of  each.  Down  to  1819  no  claim  was  either  advanced  or 
acknowledged  for  slavery  to  rank  as  an  equal  among  free  institutions. 
The  fact  that  it  was  restricted  by  the  Missouri  Compromise  is  inex- 
plicable on  any  other  supposition.  But  since  that  period  its  strides 
have  been  rapid  and  astounding.  We  find  it  interwoven  in  all  the  for- 
eign and  domestic  politics  of  the  nation.  Consult  the  history  of  your 
Federal  legislation  and  your  Federal  judiciary,  and  you  will  find  that 
from  the  Seminole  war  to  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  and  the  claim  set 
up  for  the  protection  of  Slavery  in  all  the  free  States  and  territories  of 
the  nation,  this  single  element  has  been  the  chief  contestant,  and,  by 
masterly  tactics,  exerted  the  controlling  power.  I  speak  to  the  record 
when  I  say  that  it  was  the  demand  that  Slavery  should  be  nationalized, 
that  separated  the  Democracy  of  the  North  from  the  so-called  De- 
mocracy of  the  South — in  like  manner  as  the  special  claim  of  Slavery 
has  divided  every  church  whose  membership  embraced  the  southern 
States. 

This  party  rupture  gave  the  control  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
the  Republicans  so  far  only  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  has  to  do  with  it. 
It  was,  in  fact,  the  slave  power  that  opened  the  way  for  the  election 
of  Mr.  Lincoln  ;  and  yet,  this  fact  of  his  legal  election  is  made,  on  the 
part  of  certain  corrupt  knaves,  the  ostensible  ground  of  this  rebellion. 
You  wish  to  know  the  truth.  You  would  repudiate  an  historical  lie. 
And  yet  you  are  asked  by  certain  driveling  presses,  worked  in  the 
shady  corners  of  the  country,  to  believe  that  Slavery  has  no  vital  con- 
nection with  this  conflict ;  that  other  reasons  are  the  ground-work  of 
this  traitorous  crusade  against  the  nation.  I  beseech  you  to  look  to 
this,  as  I  know  you  desire  to  identify  the  real  enemy  of  your  un- 
happy  country.     You  had  better   look  to  this  enemy  in  the  abstract, 
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though  it  be  Slavery,  than  to  look  at  bayonets,  and  sabres,  and  can- 
non in  deadly  reality. 

The  plea  that  it  was  the  repudiation  of  free  trade  by  the  North  that 
led  to  this  rebellion,  is  conclusively  shut  out  by  the  fact,  that  for  the 
last  thirty  years  the  South,  with  a  very  slight  intermission,  have  had 
the  controlling  power  in  federal  legislation,  as  may  be  seen  in  their 
adoption  of  compromises,  in  the  expenditure  of  $40,000,000  of  federal 
treasure  to  recover  their  negroes  from  the  swamps  of  Florida,  and  in 
numerous  acts  so  obnoxious  to  the  North.  Almost  every  tariff  bill, 
passed  or  amended,  from  '42  to  '60,  embracing  the  tariff  upon  south- 
ern sugar,  and  hemp,  and  metals,  was  supported  by  southern  statesmen 
and  southern  votes;  especially  the  highly  protective  tariff  of  '42.  From 
'4.2  to  '60  the  history  of  our  protective  legislation  shows  a  marked 
and  rapid  tendency  to  free  trade.  This  fact  is  indisputable,  and  ad- 
mitted by  all  parties.  The  adoption  of  the  Morrill  Tariff  was  made 
possible  only  by  the  withdrawal  of  southern  traitors  from  the  Federal 
Congress.  With  the  exception  of  iron,  lead,  copper  and  salt,  the 
northern  inland  States  are  simply  agricultural,  and  are  as  deeply  in- 
terested in  free  trade  as  the  cotton  States  ;  and  yet  they  have  not 
rebelled.  They  are  to-day  most  earnest  to  put  down  treason  and 
maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 

At  almost  any  period  during  the  last  thirty  years,  the  South  has 
had  the  power  to  modify  or  adopt  any  tariff  at  its  will.  You,  my 
countrymen,  are  too  discerning,  and  too  patriotic,  to  be  the  dupes  of 
such  groundless  pretences  for  murder.  Not  a  southern  Congressman, 
In  leaving  the  federal  hall  to  take  his  place  in  rebel  armies,  was  either 
able  or  disposed  to  give  a  statement  of  what  the  South  demanded  in 
legislative  protection,  and  when  pressed  by  their  own  friends  of  the 
border  States  as  to  the  grievances  complained  of,  or  upon  what  terms 
they  would  remain  in  the  Union,  their  defiant  reply  was,  "Our  con- 
stituents will  acquiesce  in  no  arrangement."  Although  greatly  in  the 
minority,  both  in  population  and  wealth,  yet  the  record  incontestably 
shows  that  for  more  than  two  score  of  past  years,  the  South,  by  cen- 
tering her  political  power  on  the  one  idea,  of  Slavery,  has  controlled 
the  Federal  Administration.  And  now  she  rebels,  "  not  in  defence  of 
the  rigid  to  resist,  by  arms,  an  oppression  practised  upon  herself,  bid  in 
defence  of  the  assumed  right  to  hold  the  power  to  tyranize  over  others" 
I  pray  you  to  think  of  this  as  a  claim  set  up  in  the  midst  of  a  nation 
of  freemen,  whose  constitution  refers  all  questions  of  representative 
power  to  the  ballot-box.  Such  a  political  phenomenon  in  the  19th 
century  may  well  claim  investigation.     This  contest  makes  lucid,  facts 
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in  history  which  have  hitherto  been  somewhat  obscure.     Let  ns  look 
at  a  few  of  these  facts  : 

The  territory  covered  by  the  States  of  Missouri,  Louisiana,  Kansas 
and  Arkansas,  was  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States  in  1804.  The 
first  great  struggle  between  Slavery  and  Freedom  in  which  the  antag- 
onism put  forth  its  whole  strength,  occured  upon  the  admission  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union.  The  slave  and  free  States  at  this  time  were 
equal  in  number.  Missouri  occupied  a  central  position  in  the  West, 
and  if  admitted  as  a  slave  State,;  would  stand  as  a  great  brakewater  to 
turn  the  current  of  northern  emigration  to  the  Northwest.  Tne  con- 
test was  violent,  lasting  three  years,  and  terminated  in  a  compromise, 
which  at  the  time  was  esteemed  a  victory  in  favor  of  Slavery. 

Let  history  speak  as  to  a  second  step  in  the  advance  of  the  slave 
power.  Every  one  at  all  acquainted  with  American  affairs ,  knows 
that  Texas,  before  its  connection  with  the  United  States,  was  a  prov- 
ince of  Mexico — a  power  over-anxious  perhaps  to  continue  on  terms 
of  amity  with  our  Government.  In  1821,  a  colony  of  three  hundred 
southern  families  obtained  permission  to  occupy  a  portion  of  that 
tempting  district,  on  condition  of  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 
Fictitious  titles  of  large  districts  of  land  were  created  by  men  who 
had  not  a  shadow  of  legal  claim  to  a  foot  of  the  country.  Upon  these 
titles  as  a  basis,  large  amounts  of  script  were  thrown  upon  the  Amer- 
ican market.  These  titles  could  not  be  legalized  by  the  anti-slavery 
government  of  Mexico.  Filibusters  came  in.  A  revolution  was 
hatched.  Texas  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  its  spurious  script 
was  redeemed  by  the  Federal  treasury. 

Such,  in  brief,  was  the  ignoble  mode  adopted  by  a  slaveholding 
colony  from  Louisiana  in  1821  to  possess  themselves  of  Texas— a 
rich  and  champaign  country,  and  hence  in  that  latitude  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  sought — the  extension  of 
the  domain  of   Slavery,  and  the  enriching   of  slave  interests. 

This  record  has  been  made  by  the  slave  power.  It  will  travel  on 
through  coming  ages  to  mantle  with  shame  the  cheeks  of  posterity,  as 
I  trust  it  does  our  own  to-day.  Let  that  record  stand  as  the  foot-print 
of  the  slave  power  in  the  annals  of  this  nation !  By  this  acquisition 
the  cupidity  of  Slavery  was  stimulated,  and  it  sought  for  still  further 
conquests.  The  war  with  Mexico  in  1846,  was  the  legitimate  offspring 
of  this  mercanary  element  in  our  social  economy.  As  a  consequence 
of  this  struggle,  a  large  domain  was  ceded  by  Mexico  to  the  United 
States.  I  need  not  delineate  how,  out  of  the  territory  thus  acquired, 
California,  after  a  severe  struggle  with  this  same  slave  power,  came 
into  the  Union  as  a  free  State.     Her  admission  destroyed  the  equilib- 
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rinrn,  and  gave  the  ascendency  to  the  free  States  in  the  Union;  and 
as  a  partial  compensation  for  this  loss,  the  South  accepted  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law. 

You  will  here  observe  that  the  contestant  hero  in  all  this  history    is 
Slavery.     It  is  to  this  inhuman  system  that  we  wish  you  sincerely  to 
direct  your  candid  attention,  for  we  indict  it  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion 
as   the   true  foster-mother    of  this  bloody  conflict  that  is  consuming  your 
property,  demoralizing  your  nation,  and  devouring  your  sons,  husbands 
and  fathers.     Defeated  thus  in  its  attempts  upon  California,  the  eagle 
eye  of  the    slave  power  was  now  fixed  upon  Kansas  as  the  means  of 
gaining  for  herself  an   equality   of  political  influence  in  the   Union. 
There  were  stringent  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  acquisition  to    the 
slave  interests.     Kansas  was  a  part  of  the  territory  purchased    from 
France,  and  was  withdrawn  by  the  Missouri  Compromise  from  legiti- 
mate slave  territory.     By  every  consideration  of  honor  and  good  faith, 
the  South  were  bound   to  uphold  this  compromise.     It  had  been  rati- 
fied by  the  highest  authority  of  the  nation,  and  possessed  moral  sanc- 
tions on  the  part  of  contestant  parties  that  placed  it  above  a   mere 
legal  enactment.     It  had  been  brought  forward  and  sustained  by  the 
slave    power,  and  endorsed  by    a  slaveholding  President,   of  whose 
cabinet  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  the  infamous  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  a 
prominent  member.     For  the  time  being  the  all-absorbing  question  on 
the  part  of  the  abettors  of  Slavery  was,  "  Shall  Kansas  fail  to  become 
a  slave  State  by  reason  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  or  the  Com- 
promise be  itself  abrogated?"     In  perfect  consistency  with  what  has 
been  said  of  this  slave  power,  it  was  resolved  at  once  to  rescind  this 
compromise.     The    South  had,  as  usual,  the  political  ascendency  in 
the  national  legislature,  and  Mr.  Douglas,  a  northern  statesman  and 
influential  Democrat,  was  the  chosen  champion  for  this  war-breeding 
achievement.     The  bill,  framed  to  this  end,  was  entitled  "The  Kansas 
Nebraska  Bill,"  and   declared  the  Territories  neutral  as  to  Slavery, 
and  the  Missouri  Compromise  unconstitutional,  and  hence  abrogated. 
After  a  protracted  and   riotous  struggle  in  Congress,  of  several  days 
continuance,  and  impressively  prophetic  of  the  fearful  calamity  that 
has  since  come  upon  us,  this  act  was  passed  by  southern  votes,  as  the 
very  compromise  repealed  had  been  by  the  influence  of  Slavery,  years 
before.     What  place  the  questionable  services  of  Mr.  Douglas  on  this 
occasion,  now  that  he  is  gone  from  the  living,  shall  inevitably  give 
him  upon  the  civil  records  of  his  nation,  I  leave  for  future  historians 
to  decide. 

By  the  terms  of  this  Nebraska  Bill  it  was  now  the  prerogative  of 
i\Q  de  facto   residents  of  Kansas  to  say  whether  it  should,  or  should 
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not,  be  a  slave  State.  That  Territory  was  open  alike  to  emigration 
from  all  the  States  of  the  Union.  As  was  to  be  expected,  trom  her 
more  numerous  and  more  enterprising  population,  northern  free  settlers 
were  soon  found  to  be  largely  in  the  majority  in  the  Kansas  District, 
and  thus,  according  to  the  terms  of  Mr.  Douglas'  Bill,  had  the  legal 
right  to  decide  what  should  be  the  status  of  the  State,  so  far  as  Slavery 
was  concerned,  To  what  strategy,  under  these  circumstances,  did  the 
slave  power  resort  to  accomplish  its  purpose  of  bringing  Kansas  into 
its  own  domain  ?  This  power  was  not  long  in  taking  its  measures. 
Neither  justice  nor  the  sanctions  of  religion  were  in  its  way.  The 
line  of  policy  it  now  pursued  was  equally  malignant  and  character- 
istic. It  could  not  control  the  political  character  of  the  settlers,  but 
it  could  that  of  the  federal  officials  appointed  for  that  Territory.  These 
offiicials  were  nominated  by  the  President  and  confirmed  by  the  Sen-- 
ate  of  the  United  States.  In  the  Senate  the  South  had  the  ascendency. 
They  had  just  made  an  ignominious  President,  subservient  to  their 
wishes.  These  officials  were  appointed;  and,  strange  to  say,  with  an 
acknowledged  majority  of  free  northern  men  in  that  Territory,  they 
returned  a  pro-slavery  delegate  to  the  Federal  Congress,  organized  a 
pro-slavery  legislature,  and   promulgated  a  pro-slavery  constitution. 

It  would  be  painful  to  the  enligtened  citizens  of  a  free  country,  who 
have  any  regard  for  the  rights  of  humanity,  the  claims  of  religion, 
and  the  solemn  sanctions  of  constitutional  authorit}',  to  enter  into  a 
detail  as  to  how  the  slave  power  brought  about  this  revolting  consum- 
mation. Suffice  it  to  say,  that  "  the  myrmidons  of  Slavery  from  tho 
adjoining  State  of  Missouri,  under  the  lead  of  southern  fillibusters, 
seized  upon  the  ballot-boxes  and  crushed  all  free  action  among  the 
inhabitants*" 

Kansas  was  then  performing,  on  a  smaller  scale,  the  various  acts  of 
the  present  rebellion.  It  was  the  fearful  play  of  the  slave  power  for 
political  ascendency  and  extended  domain.  Slavery  aside,  you  will 
all  see  there  would  have  been  no  contest  as  to  the  admission  of  either 
Kansas,  Missouri,  or  California.  Its  deliberate  cruelty,  and  relentless 
'  spirit,  are  unmistakably  portrayed  in  the  Constitution  it  adopted  for 
the  government  of  Kansas.  The  penalty  of  death  was  denounced  no 
less  than  forty-eight  times  against  as  many  modes  of  violating  slave 
property.  It  is  no  matter  of  astonishment  that  the  people  of  Kansas, 
thus  betrayed  by  a  perjured  and  corrupt  Federal  Administration,  arose 
in  their  just  indignation,  and  in  defence  of  their  own  rights  and  the 
rights  of  their  posterity,  expelled  the  hordes  of  Missouri  ruffians,  and 
established,  as  they  had  the  constitutional  right  to  do,  free  institutions. 
In  the  deepest  sincerity  of  my  heart,  I  inquire  to-day,  before   you, 
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my  countrymen,  is  it  possible  that  there  is  an  enlightened  democratic 
freeman  on  any  part  of  God's  earth,  who  will,  by  his  vote  or  spirit, 
either  compromise  with,  or  add  to  the  political  power  of  Slavery  ?  To 
be  fellowshiped  by  this  power,  and  to  be  fostered  by  its  favors,  is 
simply  the  title-deed  of  such  men  as  Vorhes,  and  Olds,  and  Vallandig- 
ham,  to  undying  infamy. 

But  what  is  the  next  step  in  the  progress  of  this  slave  power  ? — 
The  South  had  now  learned,  by  most  pungent  experience,  that  its 
attempts  to  compete  with  the  North  in  stocking  new  States  by  emi- 
gration, were  futile.  Now  mark  carefully  the  strategy  of  this  restless, 
but,  thank  God,  by  no  means  resistless,  power.  In  1857  you  hear 
the  clamor  all  over  the  cotton  States,  first  whined  out,  I  believe,  from 
the  traitorous  heart  of  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  "  that  the 
prohibition  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  was  unconstitutional."  The 
Constitution  seems  to  be  a  kind  of  Kaleidoscope  in  the  hands  of  a 
class  of  not  altogether  unsuspected  men,  and  they  seem  to  show  the 
skill  of  long  practice  in  giving  it  any  turn  to  bring  out  the  desired 
color.  It  was  not  long  before  leagues  were  formed,  and  conventions 
called,  and  the  presses  of  the  South  were  engaged,  in  furtherance  of 
this  inhuman  traflc,  upon  which  the  verdict  of  "piracy"  had  formally 
been  pronounced  by  every  enlightened  nation  of  the  earth.  But  for 
reasons  which  it  is  not  important  that  we  now  name,  this  scheme 
would  not  compass  the  end  the  slave  advocates  had  in  view. 

In  the  opinion  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Union,  Slavery  was  in  bad 
odor,  and  by  its  continual  encroachments  upon  the  purity  and  good 
order  of  society  and  the  councils  of  the  nation,  had  fallen  under  po- 
litical ban.  This  must  be  remedied.  The  right  to  own  human  beings 
must,  by  the  authority  of  the  judiciary  be  put  upon  the  same  footing 
with  chattle  rights  in  common  law.  This  verdict  in  favor  of  Slavery, 
so  contrary  to  the  recorded  views  of  all  the  great  expounders  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  the  South,  as  its  next  strategetic  move  upon  the 
political  chess-board  of  the  nation,  determined  to  secure.  And  they 
did  secure  it  in  the  supreme  judiciary  of  the  land — five  out  the  nine 
Judges  of  which,  to  say  nothing  of  the  sympathies  of  the  others,  were 
slaveholders. 

The  case  upon  which  this  gigantic  stride  was  made  by,  and  in  be- 
half of  the  slave  power,  was  the  famous  Dred  Scott  decision,  which 
has,  I  doubt  not,  been  very  strangely  mystified  before  you  times 
without  number.  The  gist  of  the  whole  case  is  this  :  It  puts  the 
light  of  owning  the  blood  and  brains  and  mind  of  human  beings  on 
the  same  common-law  basis  as  is  the  right  of  chattels  in  general,  and 
the  transportation  and  protection  of  human  chattels  in  sill  parts  of  the 
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national  domain,  and  wherever  the  United  States  carries  protection  to 
her  citizens  follow  as  a  legitimate  consequence.  Such  pro-slavery 
medication  was  too  heroic  for  the  body  politic.  It  produced  a  nausea. 
The  fact  was,  the  stomach  of  the  nation  had  been  not  a  little  irritated 
by  the  Kansas  pill,  and  was  not  easily  made  to  retain  the  Dred  Scott 
ipecac. 

You   will  now    sec,    my  fellow  citizens,    that   Slavery,  which    the 
Fathers  of  our  Republic  contemplated  only  as  a  temporary  fact  rather 
than    an  institution  of   the    country/had,  up  to  the  time  alluded    to 
above,  carried   in  its  favor  Texas,  the  Missouri   Compromise,  Arkan- 
sas, and,  finally,  its  own  nationality  by  the  authority  of  the  Supreme 
Judiciary,  the   only  legal  expounder  of  the  Federal  Constitution.     It 
had    already  divided  nearly  every  church  organization,  and  declared 
eternal  hostility  to  whatever  was  not  in  allegiance  with  it.     It    had 
control  of  our  army,  of  our  military  schools  and  of  the  Federal  Ad- 
ministration.     What   further  in  its  grasping  for  power  ?     The  Dred 
Scott  decision  seemed  at   first  to  clear   the  national  theater,  and  give 
Slavery  control  of  the  political  stage.     But  it    was  soon    discovered 
that  the    principles  embraced   in  the  Kansas-Nebraska   bill    were  in 
conflict  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision.     By  that  act  of 
Congress,  the  right  of  property  in  human  beings  had  a  qualification. 
It  depended  on  the  popular  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  or 
District.     By   the  decision  of  the  Court  this  right  in  slave  property 
had  no  qualification,  but  was  on  the  same  footing  as  chattel  rights  in 
common  law. 

Mark  now,  if  you  please,  the  next  turn  upon  the  thumb-screw  of 
the  slave  oligarchy  !  Mr.  Douglas  had  been  both  the  father  and  ad- 
vocate of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  He  was  now  given  to  understand 
that  he  must  renounce  the  teachings  of  that  act,  so  violently  defended 
by  southern  statesmen,  or  he  could  not  have  the  support  of  the  South 
as  the  nominee  for  the  Presidency  in  the  approaching  convention.— 
This  impudent  demand  Mr.  Douglas  nobly  repudiated— was  rejected 
as  the  candidate  at  the  Charleston  convention,  and  that  party  that  had 
so    long  ruled  this  great  nation,  was  split  asunder. 

I  beg  you  to  review  this  abrcviated  and  astounding  history  of  the 
reckless  and  infamous  doings  of  this  cruel  slave  system.  Its  war 
power  is  upon  us.  Its  foul  garments  are  now  crimson  in  the  blood 
of  our  fellows.  I  need  not  delineate  the  several  steps  that  have  brought 
our  nation  to  its  present  fearful  crisis.  You  know  it  all  by  saddest 
experience  ;  and  I  know  your  verdict  is,  that  the  political  power  of 
Slavery  in  this  nation  is  the  all  of  this  more  than  French  butchery, 
because  it  is  perpetrated  by  a  power  of  higher  moral  instincts.     And 
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yet,  this  higher  moral  civilization  in  the  South,  is  permeated  by  a 
deeper,  darker,  fouler  element  of  lust  and  rapine  than  ever  festered  in 
the  nature  of  bloody  France.  Sacred  as  are  the  rights  of  States,  and 
the  gnarantys  of  the  Magna  Charta  of  our  liberties,  yet,  if  in  the  goings 
forth  of  a  just  God,  avenging  his  own  people,  overthrowing  corrupt 
and  oppressive  dynasties  that  have  attempted  to  legislate  God's  laws 
out  of  existence,  and  establishing  righteousness  on  the  earth,  this  war 
shall  purge  the  nation  of  the  foul  stench  of  Slavery,  it  will  but  be  the 
occasion  of  highest  praise  and  grateful  incense  on  the  part  of  a  disen- 
thralled and  redeemed  people. 

My  Democratic  Brethren,  did  you  ever  reflect  how  it  is  that  you  in 
the  free  North,  who  believe  in  free  speech,  a  free  press,  personal 
equality,  and  in  protecting  the  poor  man,  have  been  so  long  united  to 
a  slaveholding  oligarchy  in  which  there  is  no  true  Democracy,  no 
personal  equality,  liberty  to  speak,  and  read,  and  print  only  in  sup- 
port of  Slavery  and  the  slave  power — a  power  that  would  have  hung 
by  the  neck  such  a  man  as  the  amiable  Vallandigham,  if  he  had  spoken 
against  this  proposed  confederacy,  a  tithe  of  what  he  has  said  against 
the  present  Federal  Administration  ?  I  need  not  discuss  the  doctrine 
of  State  Eights,  or  commercial  interests,  or  the  perverted  dispensation 
of  Federal  patronage,  to  show  how  this  adulterous  wedlock  was 
perpetuated. 

I  perpetrate  no  rhetorical  exaggeration,  when  I  say  that  enough  is 
known  of  the  interior  history  of  the  South — a  history  hitherto  kept, 
to  some  extent,  from  the  eye  of  a  purer  civilization,  to  justify  the 
plain  declaration  that  their  Democracy  is  a  heartless  aristocracy,  and 
that  the  bowie-knife,  and  hemp,  and  pistols  regulate  their  personal 
freedom  and  free  speech.  It  was  the  hatred  of  free  institutions,  and 
the  Democratic  powers  of  the  masses  of  the  North,  so  obviously 
against  the  slave  power  that  have  organized  their  armies  to  overthrow 
our  noble  Government.  It  is  the  effluvia  of  this  slave  power  that  has 
given  tone  to  the  southern  mind,  coloring  to  her  society,  engendered 
a  strange  social  philosophy,  and  built  up  in  that  garden  of  God  an 
inhuman  civilization.  Says  the  Eichmond  Examiner  of  three  weeks 
since,  "The  establishment  of  the  Confederacy  is  a  distinct  reaction 
against  the  mistaken  civilization  of  this  age.  For  liberty,  equality 9 
and  fraternity,  we,  the  South,  have  deliberately  substituted  Slavery, 
subordination  and  government.  Among  equals,  equality  is  right. 
Among  those  naturally  unequal,  equality  is  chaos.  There  are  slave 
races,  born  to  serve,  and  master  races,  born  to  govern. "  Is  this  Dem- 
ocratic ?  Who  of  you,  my  citizen  brethren,  is  prepared  to  swear 
allegiance  to  such  a  political  creed  ?    a  creed  that  would  besnxut  the 
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darkest  spirit  this  side  of  the  pit.  And  yet,  the  slave  power  has 
sworn  by  the  graves  of  more  than  200,000  of  her  sons,  that  this  shall 
be  her  faith,  or  she  will  carry  the  fagot  and  sword  to  every  hamlet  in 
this  nation.  This  perverse  creed,  that  dehumanizes  more  than  fifteen 
millions  of  human  beings,  and  makes  them  only  born  to  minister  to 
the  lust,  and  avarice,  and  brutality  of  the  cockneys  of  the  master  race, 
makes  them  virtually  less  than  those  whom  Christ  came  to  redeem, 
permeates  all  the  legislation  and  political  economy  of  the  South,  and 
has,  by  their  officials,  been  surreptitiously  carried  into  the  legislative 
economy  of  the  Federal  Government  so  far  as  the  moral  instincts  of 
our  more  enlightened  statesmen  could  be  made  to  yield  by  southern 
bravado. 

The  claim  that  Slavery  is  a  Divine  right  of  the  master  race,  has 
been  so  often  set  up  in  our  national  councils,  and  repeated  in  southern 
pulpits,  that  its  denial  by  a  venal  northern  press  is  simply  giving  the 
the  lie  to  history.  Mr.  Stephens  very  honestly  unfolds  the  sublime 
idea,  "  that  Slavery  is  the  key-stone  of  the  Southern  Confederacy," 
of  the  tartarean  arch  by  which  the  slave  power  proposes  to  span  this 
magnificent  continent,  an  arch  to  be  constructed  out  of  the  skulls  of 
American  freemen  !  How  far  this  purpose  shall  ripen  into  comple- 
tion, it  is  for  you  to  say.  The  right  of  the  South  to  maintain  its 
system  of  servitude,  however  odious  to  a  Christian  civilization,  has 
never  been  called  in  question  by  any  Federal  Administration  ;  least 
of  all  by  the  present.  In  his  official  papers,  Mr.  Lincoln  has  repeat- 
edly ignored  the  moral  aspects  of  Slavery,  and  planted  himself  upon 
the  principle  that  your  constitution  is  the  constitution  of  one  indivis- 
ible nation.  Upon  this  principle  he  is  using  the  power  of  the  nation 
to  maintain  the  honor  of  your  Government.  Upon  this  principle,  and 
this  alone,  ignoring  all  partisan  politics,  the  Administration  calls  upon 
American  patriots  to  unite  against  a  common  foe.  Mr.  Lincoln  said 
distinctly  to  the  curious  Mr.  Greeley,  "  If  the  retention  of  Slavery 
will  save  the  Union,  I  will  retain  it ;  but  if  either  the  Union  or  Slavery 
must  perish,  let  the  Union  be  preserved."  I  ask  you,  men  of  all 
political  shadings,  could  you,  would  you  have  said  less?  Could  any 
lionest  and  capable  man  under  the  solemn  oath  of  the  Chief  Executive, 
refuse  to  use  the  war  power  of  the  nation  to  maintain  its  integrity  and 
honor  ?  Notwithstanding  the  undisguised  malignity  of  Slavery,  we 
challenge  any  man  to  find  in  the  official  acts  or  proclamations  of  the 
present  Administration,  even  an  implied  interference  with  the  legal 
right  to  own  slaves  where  the  vile  system  exists. 

We  are  called  upon  to  subdue  an  enemy  who  has  taken  hold  of  the 
pillars  of  the  temple  of  Liberty  with  the  foresworn  purpose  of  demol- 
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isTiing  that  fair  fabric,  which  for  more  than  a  half  century  has  been 
the  inspiring  hope  of  our  common  humanity.  If  you,  my  countrymen, 
wish  hereafter  to  be  Democrats,  or  Republicans,  be  such  ;  but  first, 
and  above  all,  be  patriots.  Crush  treason,  establish  your  Govern- 
ment upon  an  enduring  basis,  and  teach  the  world  that  free  institutions 
have  their  foundation  in  the  nature  of  man,  and  are  established  in 
truth  and  justice.  In  this  momentous  crisis  you  can't  afford,  by  your 
votes,  to  put  mere  morbid  partisans  in  power,  either  in  the  State  or 
Federal  Government.  There  must  be  concordance  in  the  exercise  of 
the  numerous  branches  of  civil  power  in  this  fearful  crisis.  You  have 
but  one  President,  and  you  all  agree  that  he  is  honest  and  humane  to 
a  fault.  He  has  called  around  himself  men  of  every  political  cast, 
and  sought  their  co-operation  in  support  of  the  authority  of  the  nation. 
He  has  scarcely  let  the  loyal  North  feel  in  their  schools,  and  churches, 
and  associations,  and  business,  that  the  war  power  is  in  fearful  action; 
and  yet,  though  he  stands,  as  to  the  Union,  with  Jefferson,  and  Mar- 
shal, and  Jackson,  and  Madison,  and  Clay,  and  Webster,  and  the 
noblest  men  whose  lives  adorn  our  history,  and  though  he  has  mar- 
shalled armies,  not  to  oppress  the  South,  not  against  Slavery,  but 
simply  to  uphold  the  authority  of  the  Constitution  in  all  our  territory, 
as  was  his  sworn  duty,  we  hear  this  liberal  and  loyal  Adminis- 
tration, sneakingly  stigmatized  as  "  Abolition." 

Imagine  yourselves  and  your  dependent  families  in  the  position  of 
your  Chief  Magistrate,  surrounded  by  murderous  rebel  armies,  panting 
for  the  life's  blood  of  the  nation,  would  you  not  lay  your  hands  upon 
all  the  elements  of  their  power — their  negroes — and  whatever  would 
weaken  their  strength  and  add  to  yours  ?  If  you  would  not,  you  are 
simply  unworthy  a  citizenship  in  any  nation,  or  among  any  people. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  was,  and,  after  repeated  appeals  to  the 
South  to  return  to  its  allegiance,  that  the  President  was  impelled  to 
take  from  rebels  the  support,  not  of  Slavery,  but  of  slaves.  He  now 
asks  you  to  aid  in  rescuing  your  country,  and  in  hurling  back  the  tide 
of  treason  that  would  involve  us  all  in  anarchy  and  hopeless  ruin. 
Your  President  appeals  to  yon,  not  as  Democrats,  or  Republicans,  but 
as  patriots,  to  honor  the  memory  of  your  noble  sons,  husbands  and 
fathers,  whose  blood,  on  this  memorable  day,  is  calling  to  you  from 
graves  of  sternest  conflict  !  I  beg  to  impress  the  idea  that  you  have 
only  one  channel  through  which  you  can  act,  and  that  is  the  Chief 
Executive.  And  if  you  suffer  yourselves  to  be  incited  by  mercenary 
demagogues  to  act  against  the  honest  efforts  of  your  State  and  Nation 
to  subdue  this  huge  rebellion,  you  will  but  dig  the  grave  in  which 
shall  be  hurried  your  peace,  your  noble  institutions,  and  whatever 
makes  life  valuable.. 
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Mr.  Lincoln  may  have  made  mistakes  !  But  who  has  not  ?  Mr. 
Buchanan  ?  Under  the  stimulus  of  the  air  we  now  breathe,  the  blood 
disease  of  every  man  will  come  to  the  surface.  It  requires  only  a  very 
superficial  order  of  talent  to  find  fault.  This  cry  about  mistakes  is 
not  a  little  suspicious.  It  smacks  of  the  spirit  of  a  certain  itinerant 
Ex- Senator,  who  seems,  after  a  protracted  heart-struggle,  to  have  ar- 
rived at  the  patriotic  conclusion  that  his  party  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  war.  He  esteems  his  party  no  longer  citizens  of  the  country.  It 
seems  to  me  his  party  has  one  duty  to  do  that  is  pressing;  and  that  is, 
if  possible,  to  convert  this  vicious  demagogue  into  a  patriot.  How 
contemptible  a  mere  political  scavenger  appears  in  times  like  the 
present !  And  what  deeper  historic  condemnation  can  a  man  make 
his  childron  heir  to,  than  that  of  making  them  the  offspring  of  him 
who,  by  his  councils  and  votes,  aids  to  weaken  or  distract  the  power 
of  his  Government  in  this  fearful  hour  of  our  history  ?  For  after 
treason  shall  have  fallen,  and  both  the  Union  and  a  hisrher  civilization 
shall  have  been  established,  the  record  of  infamy  will  remain  un- 
wasting.  The  immortality  of  such  names  as  Lincoln,  Grant,  Butler, 
Banks,  Hooker,  Tod,  Morton,  and  a  host  of  other  kindred  spirits,  is 
already  begun.  The  countenances  of  children  even,  when  their  names 
are  pronounced,  become  aglow  with  the  light  that  future  ages  shall 
weave  into  garlands  of  grateful  praise  around  their  memories.  The 
secret  hold  of  these  noble  men  upon  the  popular  heart,  is  the  fact  that 
in  this  terrible  hour  of  danger,  they  have  stepped  forth  to  defend  the 
supremacy  of  our  national  Constitution  in  opposition  to  the  vicious 
doctrine  of  State  sovereignty.  For,  as  its  final  resort,  the  slave  power 
has  seized  upon  this  sophistry  to  create  for  itself  an  empire  by  dis- 
integrating the  Union.  I  have  already  intimated  that  Mr.  Lincoln's 
official  acts  have  all  been  in  pursuance  of  his  oath  of  office.  The  Con- 
stitution declares  that  itself,  "and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  made 
in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  Consti- 
tution or  laws  of  any  State,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  "And 
the  members  of  the  several  State  legislatures  and  all  executive  and 
judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States, 
shall  be  bound  by  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  this  Constitution. " 
The  disintegrating  idea  that  the  States  are  "sovereign,"  that  is,  if 
"sovereign"  is  used  in  its  legitimate  tense,  have  no  superior,  is  ut- 
terly groundless.  It  has,  upon  careful  investigation,  not  a  shadow  of 
support,  either  in  our  political  history  as  colonies,  or  under  the  con- 
federation or  since  that  period.  It  would  require  a  separate  lecture  to 
bring  this  fact  clearly  out  of  our  complicated  history. 
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"Secession  is  a  right,  because   South  Carolina  is  a  "sovereign" 
State.     "It  is  a  duty,  because  Mr.  Lincoln  becomes  President."  What 
logic  is   this   on  the  part  of  the  slave  power  to  establish  the  present 
bloody  reality!     The  sophistry  that  underlies  the  dogma  of  State  sov- 
ereignty consists,  in  the  first  place,  of  a  misconception  as  to  the  origin 
of  government.     It  is  taught  in  many  ably  written  works   upon   the 
subject  that  government  is  simply  iin  aggregation  of  rights  which,  to- 
gether with  the  power  to  exercise  them,  were  delegated,  in  the  first  in- 
stance by  individuals.     That  this  is  true  neither  in  fact  nor  philosophy 
may  be  seen  from   the   consideration  that  government  possesses  essen- 
tial rights  that  the  individual  never  possessed  and  consequently  never 
could  have  delegated.      This  dangerous  error  is  reitteratad  by  profes- 
sional attorneys,   who   seem  to   arrogate  to  themselves  the  exclusive 
right   of  expounding  civil  constitutions — a  right,   by   the  way,  that 
thinking  men,  both  in  and  out  of  the  pulpit,  have  been  taught  by  ex- 
perience seriously  to  call  in  question.     Both  the  Federal  and   State 
Governments  exercise  rights   which  were  never  possessed  by  individ- 
uals, and  hence,  were  never  delegated  any  more  than  a  child  delegates 
parental  government.     The  life  of  the  individual  is   the  gift   of  God. 
So  also  are  individual  liberty  and  means  of  happiness.     These  rights 
are  all  equally  sacred,  though  not  equally  important ;  since  life  being 
extinguished,  all  other  rights  die  with  it  with  no  hope  of  restoration. 
But  all  other  rights  being  suspended,  except  life — however  miserable 
that  Lite  may  be— -there  is  yet  a  possibility  of  their  restoration.     To 
the  individual  the  right  to  life  is   pre-eminent,  and  no  means  he  may 
use  in  its  defence  can  be  esteemed  violent  or   displeasing  to  its  giver. 
So  sacred  and  solemn  is  this  life-trust  that  its  possessor  can  no  more 
interfere  with  its  continuance  than   his  fellows.     But  this  individual 
right  to  life  is  subordinate  to  the  life  of  a  nation  just  as  other  individ- 
ual rights  are  subordinate  to  other  national  rights.     All   other  rights 
,of  a  nation  depend  for  their  value  upon  its  right  to  life,  and  the  nation 
has  the  same  exemption  from  the  charge   of  violance  in  defending  its 
life,  by  whatever   means   it  may   be  necessary  to  use,  that    God  has 
granted  to  the  individual.     No  man  ever  had  or  ever  will  have  the 
right  to  take  his  own  life.     It  is,  like  the  tree    of  life  in  Eden,  fenced 
round  by  the  most  solemn  denunciations  of  divine  wrath.      But  as 
other  national  rights  are  superior  to  other  individual  rights  so  the  life 
of  a  nation  rises  in  importance  above  the  life  of  the  indiviual,  and 
both  by  the  divine  and  human  codes— the  nation  may  take  the  life  of 
the  individual  in  defending  its  own  life — a  right  the  individual  never 
possessed,  and  hence  never  delegated.     A  man  may  take  the  life  of 
him  who  attempts  to  take  his  own  life  ;  but  the  right  of  the  nation  is, 
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by  our  civil  codes,  to  use  the  lives  of  its  own  subjects,  its  own  friends, 
as  the  means  of  defending  its  own  life.  Observe  this  almost  divine 
prerogative  of  a  nation,  as  a  more  than  human  institution,  is  to  be  ex- 
ercised only  in  defence  of  the  life  of  the  nation.  It  is  balanced  by  the 
gravest  responsibilities.  The  true  political  philosophy  is,  as  we  think, 
that  government  is  divine — is  impressed  by  a  holy  God  upon  the  na- 
ture of  man,  and  exists  over  the  human  heart  without  being  created  by 
it.  Whence  this  power  of  a  nation  to  use  the  lives  of  its  subjects? 
From  the  consent  and  votes  of  a  majority  ?  Such  views  are  mere 
twaddle,  and  I  pity  that  nation  whose  legislators  possess  conceptions 
of  government  so  earthly  and  demeaning.  Government  as  such  is  not 
mere  partnership.  It  is  all  that,  but  it  is  vastly  more.  It  possesses 
divine  elements  and  divine  sanctions,  which,  like  the  life  principle  in 
the  organic  system,  overrule  all  the  affinities  and  repulsions  that  attach 
to  what  is  merely  material  and  human.  And  the  hearts  of  true  men, 
whose  notions  of  government  rise  to  its  real  majesty  and  nature,  must 
swell  with  unutterable  indignation  and  disgust  when  they  see  half-ed- 
ucated, worthless  mountebanks,  seeking  only  the  spoils  of  office,  with 
no  mind  or  heart  to  form  just  conceptions  of  the  dignity  and  nature 
of  government,  pleading  their  spurious  pretentions  to  fitness  for  hold- 
ing in  their  polluted  hands  such  responsibilities. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  an  accomplished  foreign  statesman,  in  passing 
over  our  country,  remarked,  "  that  in  no  Christian  nation  on  earth 
was  there  such  an  abundance  of  exalted  talent  out  of,  and  so  low  a 
grade  in,  office  as  in  the  United  States  of  North  America."  This  ob- 
servation is  confessedly  too  true.  And  such  will  always  be  the  state 
of  things  until  the  intelligence  and  moral  sense  of  the  people  are  de- 
veloped to  a  degree,  corresponding  with  those  fearful  attributes  of  polit- 
ical power,  with  which  popular  institutions  clothe  their  subjects. 

The  form  and  channels  of  government  are  human,  but  the  rights  of 
government,  like  that  to  life,  are  divine.  The  phrase  "  sovereign  peo- 
ple," and  the  idea  of  individual  "sovereignty,"  so  often  used  by 
professional  expounders  of  civil  law,  spring  from  false  conceptions  of 
the  origin  and  nature  of  government  and  imply  that  it  is  a  mere  vol- 
untary creature  of  man.  It  is  no  wonder,  under  such  tuition,  that 
allegiance  to  government  is  overmastered  by  attachment  to  party. 
This  dangerous  error,  and  observe,  I  do  not  speak  of  the  form  of 
government — as  it  is  not  against  this  the  South  rebels — this  dangerous 
error,  I  repeat,  is  the  very  starting  point  of  the  political  philosophy  of 
Calhounism.  "  Every  individual,"  says  Mr.  Calhoun,  "  has  the  right 
to  govern  himself,  and  there  is  no  human  right  to  govern  him  without 
his  consent.     Whatever  right  any  human  government  shall  possess  to 
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govern  him  must  be  from  the  individual  himself/'  This  odious  doc- 
trine has  pervaded  our  politics  and  schools,  and  remotely,  perhaps, 
opened  the  way  for  not  a  few  of  the  difficulties  this  nation  has  had  to 
encounter.  Our  allegiance  to  government  depends,  in  its  form,  upon 
human  authority,  and,  in  its  nature,  upon  divine.  The  idea  of  dying  in 
support  of  a  mere  human  institution  is  more  than  questionable.  To 
an  intelligent  Christian  mind  it  is  odious!  "But  the  theory  that 
government  in  its  nature  is  divine,"  says  a  correct  thinker,  "  raises  it 
above  a  mere  copartnership  and  gives  rulers  their  true  place  as  rulers, 
government  becomes  more  than  a  public  cribb  to  be  fed  from — it  is 
something  to  be  honored — to  be  sustained,  something  to  make  sacri- 
iices  for,  to  die  for."     The  sentiment, 

"  Dulce  et  decorum  est  pro  patria  mori." 

"It  is  worthy  of  man  to  die  for  his  country,"  as  utteredby  a  heathen  poet, 
as  only  profane  ;  but  in  the  mouth  of  a  Christian  patriot,  it  is  a 
sublime  self-oblation  in  defence  of  an  institution  of  God.  Citing  you 
±o  the  lucid  address  of  Dr.  Andrews,  of  Marietta  College,  as  the  only 
•exposition  of  the  philosophy  of  civil  allegiance  I  have  ever  met  with 
in  print,  that  seems  to  me  to  clear  the  ground  of  difficulties  and  to  carry 
in  itself  the  force  ot  a  demonstration,  I  beg  simply  to  suggest  to  you 
a  course  of  historical  study  on  the  mooted  dogma  of  "State  sovereignty." 
{See  Benton's  Thirty  Years  View,  Vol.  I  and  II.) 

Down  to  1774  there  were  no  States.  George  Washington's  com- 
mission "  was  by  the  authority  of  the  united  colonies."  The  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  uses  the  terms  "one  people"  and  "United 
Colonies."  The  celebrated  ordinance  of  the  North-West  Territory 
was  done  in  the  12th  year  of  the  "Sovereignty  and  Independence  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  1776."  The  Constitution  of 
Ohio  was  made  in  the  27th  year  of  the  "  Independence  of  the  United 
States."  The  ordinance  of  nullification  in  South  Carolina  says, 
"  done  in  the  57th  year  of  the  Sovereignty  and  Independence  of  the 
United  States."  True,  the  articles  of  confederation  say  "each  State 
retains  its  sovereignty."  But  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  asks,  "  where  did  it 
get  sovereignty  ?  "  The  Declaration  of  Independence  says,  "  done  in 
the  name  of  the  good  people  of  the  colonies."  This  sacred  instrument 
makes  one  nation,  not  thirteen.  Again,  on  the  termination  of  the 
Revolution  of  '76,  it  is  curious  that  three  men  signed  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  and  not  thirteen.  Please  candidly  to  answer  for  your- 
selves these  questions  :  1st.  Did  the  nation  make  the  Constitution  or 
the  Constitution  the  nation  ?  2nd.  Did  the  States  make  the  nation  or 
the  nation  the  States  ?     3rd.  Does  the  Federal  Congress  legislate  for 
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the  States  or  the  people  of  the  nation  ?     (See  Benton,  Gales  &  Seaton's 
Register  and  the  Federalist.) 

Let  me  ask  yon  as  true  patriots  to  reflect  upon  this  subject  :  fix  yonr 
views  of  civil  duty  and  obligation  upon  the  true  theory  of   your  gov- 
ernment.    The  Constitution  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  including  the 
thirteen  original  colonies,    among   which    are  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  the  first  of  which  adopted  its  Constitution  in   1818,  and   the 
second  in  1842,  most  solemnly  acknowledges  allegiance  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Federal  Government  as  the  supreme  power  of  this  na- 
tion.    And  in  every  conflict  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  as  in  the 
attempt  of  Ohio  to  tax  a  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  at  Chilli- 
cotlie — in  the  case  of  Indiana  claiming  the  public  lands  within  her 
limits — in  the  case  of  the  celebrated  Virginia   Resolutions,  on   what  is. 
known   as  the  "alien  and   sedition  laws,"  subsequently  repeated  by 
Pennsylvania,  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Federal  Government  as, 
the  only  sovereign  power  of  the  nation,  has  uniformly  and  solemnly 
been  acknowledged.     I  need  not  enumerate  the   illustrious   names  in, 
our  political  history  that  have  repudiated  the  mischievous  dogma  of, 
"  State    sovereignty."      It  was  foreseen  as  a  dangerous    heresy    by 
Pinckney,  of    South  Carolina,  vitalized  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  damned 
by  Gen,  Jackson.     And  yet  in  our  day  Jefferson  Davis  and  the  lesser 
myrmidons  of  this  Pro- Slavery  Power  have  dragged  its  skeleton  from 
the  murkey  caves  of  treason,  sought  to   give   it  legal  protection   and;, 
popular  influence,  and  are  to-day  using  it  as  a  scalpel  to  carve  up  the 
Union.     Absolve  the  citizens  from  allegiance  to  the  general  govern- 
ment and  you  establish  anarchy  in  power. 

Mr.  Lincoln  has  uniformly  shown  the  most  scrupulous  regard  for  the 
constitutional  rights  and  powers  of  the  States.  He  has  planted  his  feet 
upon  the  indivisibility  of  our  nationality.  Upon  this  basis  he  has  used 
legitimate  power  to  organize  armies  and  put  down  treason.  He  has 
used  the  vast  power  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Constitution  to  this 
end.  And  would  you,  my  countrymen,  have  done  less  ?  I  do  not  de- 
fend Mr.  Lincoln  as  a  partisan.  I  speak  of  him  as  an  upright  man 
and  patriot.  He  has  been  true  to  this  nation.  If  God  in  his  mercy  to 
us,  wicked  and  idolatrous  as  we  have  been,  had  not  given  us  such  a. 
President,  ourselves,  and  homes,  and  children,  and  country,  must  have 
become  the  victims  of  a  pro-slavery  oligarchy.  Beset  by  the  traitor- 
ous influence  of  reckless  demagogues  of  our  own  State,  as  I  confess, 
with  shame,  we  are,  I  fear  you  have  not  carefully  estimated  the  worth 
of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  yourselves  personally,  and  to  the  Union.  Let  your 
minds  take  for  their  point  of  observation,  the  hour  in  which  Mr.  Lin- 
coln grappled  with  treason,  and  began  the  great  work  of   defending 


24 

your  institutions  and  your  liberties  !  Think  of  your  legally  chosen 
Chief  Magistrate,  as  he  threads  his  way  from  his  quiet  home  in  the 
far  West,  to  the  Capitol  of  }'Our  nation,  over  the  slimy  tracks  of 
serpents,  venomous  reptiles  and  hidden  assassins,  who  were  sworn  in 
secret  league  to  murder  your  Executive,  and  "Representatives  if  need 
be,  to  burn  your  Capitol,  and  destroy  your  liberties  !  Think  how  he 
found  your  treasury  robbed,  your  arsenals  and  magazines  transferred 
to  the  hands  of  villainous  traitors,  your  courts  corrupted,  your  navy 
reduced  and  scattered,  and  your  lawful  means  of  defence  wrung  from 
your  possession  !  And  then,  in  that  moment  of  your  matchless  weak- 
ness, did  this  noble  patriot  despair  ?  Did  he  resign  his  terrible  trust, 
and  leave  your  country  in  anarchy,  and  you  the  prey  of  freebooters 
and  hell-inspired  demons  ?  Did  he  find  "no  constitutional  power"  to 
grapple  with  treason,  as  the  ignominious  Buchanan  had  before  ?  No  ! 
no  !  the  patriotism  of  the  Grachi,  or  Washington,  was  not  more  sub- 
lime !  Like  the  Son  of  Mary,  with  unfaltering  step  he  followed  the 
cross  of  constitutional  duty,  redeeming  his  official  oath,  knowing  full 
well  that  political  zealots  would  stimulate  party  spleen,  and  incite  the 
cry,    "  Crucify  him  !  crucify  him  !" 

But  I  trust  your  faith  to-day  is,  while  Meade  and  Grant  are  shaking 
hands  across  the  nation,  that  though  our  Abraham  lie  in  the  grave 
three  days,  yet  by  the  overruling  power  of  God,  inspiring  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  American  heart,  he  shall  come  forth,  bearing  with  him  the 
nation,  newly  robed  in  the  garments  of  unsullied  purity  and  matchless 
renown  !  Triumphant  morning  of  a  nation's  resurrection  !  The 
Dragon  of  treason  is  bound  in  chains  by  the  royal  arm  of  patriotism, 
and  cast  into  his  native  pit  !  Triumphant  hour  of  humanity's  re- 
demption !  I  think  I  see,  in  vision,  on  that  bright  morning,  the 
spirits  of  the  patriots  of  all  ages  come  thronging  from  the  world  of 
light,  and,  as  their  shining  choirs  sweep  the  deep  heavens,  and  the  tide 
of  triumph  rolls  its  melody  from  rank  to  rank,  it  is  mingled  with  the 
shout  of    "Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men  !" 

Such,  I  believe,  is  your  political  faith  at  this  hour.  But,  reflect 
upon  the  present  position  of  your  Chief  Magistrate,  as  pressed  by  im- 
measurable responsibilities.  And  yet,  he  has  never  betrayed  you, 
never  asked  you  to  sacrifice  your  homes  in  defence  of  your  country,  or 
your  wives  and  daughters  their  jewels,  as  did  Rome,  ber  matrons.  In 
all  this  crisis  he  has  exhibited  the  sternest  integrity,  as  true  to  the 
noble  purpose  of  saving  the  life  of  the  nation,  as  the  needle  to  the 
pole.  He  is  your  best  earthly  friend  and  protector.  And  while  you 
think  of  his  sleepless  nights,  and  deep  heart  pulsations  for  the  resto- 
ration of  a   peaceful  and  happy   Government,   think,  also,  that  it  is 
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not  for  his  own  sake  alone,  but  for  your  sakes,  and  your  children's 
sakes,  and   for  the  sake  of  unborn  generations.     Your  hope  is,  then, 
in  sustaining  the  present  Administration.     In  the  pure  eye  of  patriot- 
ism, party  politics  are  odious.     When  patriotism  is  put  to  sleep,  pit- 
iful demagogues  may  chant  their  requiems  !     But  to  the  nerve  of  pat- 
riotism, under  the  tension  of  this  unhallowed  war,  such  sounds  are 
revolting  !     The  sublime  work  we  have  now  taken  in  hand  of  throw- 
ing  off  the  corroding  ulcers    of  civil  corruption,  of  strangling    the 
political  power  of  Slavery,  whose  foot-prints,  through  all  our  past 
history,  are  marked  with  the  blood  of  the  nation,  and  of  establishing  a 
purer  civilization  than  humanity  has  hitherto  enjoyed,  demands  heads 
of  more  comprehensive  views  and  hearts  of  more  liberal  feelings  than 
are  moulded  by  any  partisan  school,  or  by  any  partisan  press.     Mr. 
Lincoln  even,  beholding  only  the  twilight  of  our  new  being  as  a  nation, 
and  catching  but  the  early  dawn  of  the  coming  glory  of  our  higher 
life,  has  become  too  pure  and  too  patriotic  to  secure  for  himself  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  party  that,  fortunately  for  the  country,  put  him  in 
power.     Let  secretariaii  bigots  in  the  church,  and  partisan  zealots  in 
the  State,  whether  Democrats,  Republicans  or  what  not,  be  cast  aside. 
The    work  of  humanity  demands  a  higher  order  of  intelligence  and 
philanthropy.     They  are  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  civil  and  religious 
corruption  that  society,  in  the  fulfillment  of  its  noble  mission,  will  soon 
leave  behind.  We  have  no  longer  a  devotion  to  great  names,  but  to  great 
principles.     This  ignorant  toadyism  has  been  sowing  to  the  wind,  and, 
thank  God,  it  now  reaps  the  whirlwind. 

Before  you,  to-day,  my  countrymen,  while  I  charge  the  Republican 
party  with  an  inexcusable  partiality  to  the  North,  and  a  bigoted  blind- 
ness to  the  virtues,  and  intelligence,  and  moral  worth  of  the  South,  I 
also  charge  the  Democratic  party  wTith  a  base  and  dangerous  subser- 
viency to  the  ambitious  designs  of  a  corrupt  pro-slavery  Oligarchy. 
Both  parties  have  alike  fulfilled  their  mission,  expended  their  virtues 
and  matured  their  vices.  Let  them  alike  die,  and  alike  be  buried  in 
eternal  night  from  the  companionship  of  true  patriotism.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  people  will  rightly  improve  the  fearful  lessons  of  the 
hour,  slough  off  the  political  gangrene  of  party,  repudiate  the  vile 
dogma  that  men  must  be  ostracised  unless  they  vote  the  ticket  of 
poney  caucuses,  and,  in  obedience  to  the  impulse  of  enlightened  pat- 
riotism, let  them  give  ascendency  to  a  political  policy  whose  intelli- 
gence takes  in  all  the  interests  of  our  extended  domain,  and  whose 
charities  are  as  expansive  as  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God.  The  flow 
of  fraternal  blood  a  little  longer,  the  multiplication  of  the  graves  of 
<©ur  citizens,  and  the  devastation  of  our  country,  I  know  not  how  far — 
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it  is  for  you  to  say— and  the  iron  fetters  of  party  shall  fall  off,  the 
hideous  forms  of  the  slave  power  shall  disappear,  and  this  nation  shall 
begin  its  nobler  mission.  Are  we  ready  to  greet  the  light  of  such  a 
morning  ?  Do  we  realize  that  we  belong  to  a  nation  which  seems  to 
be  the  "chosen  "  of  God  to  pilot  humanity  in  its  sublime  progress  ? 
Under  the  influence  of  such  feelings  what  shall  I  say  as  to  the  mer- 
ited appreciation  in  which  you  should  hold  men,  in  your  country,  and 
especially  in  your  State,  who,  during  your  present  struggle  for  exist- 
ence, have  made  more  than  doubtful  records  ?  It  is  unpleasant  to  be 
obliged,  in  this  place,  to  allude  to  such  men,  but  it  becomes  my  duty, 
both  to  you  and  to  my  country,  to  do  so,  as  your  speaker.  These  men 
have  had  great  influence  among  the  people.  That  influence  has  be- 
come, through  a  misguided  ambition,  dangerous  to  your  interests  and 
the  integrity  of  your  common  country.  Mr.  Wood,  and  Mr.  Vorhees, 
and  Mr.  Vallandigham,  have  the  same  constitutionsl  right  to  express 
their  political  sentiments  as  Horace  Greeley  or  Wendell  Phillips,  but 
neither  has  a  right  to  jeopardize  your  liberties  and  your  institutions 
by  blocking  the  wheels  of  the  Administration  in  its  loyal  efforts  to 
uphold  the  Government.  I  do  not  speak  of  them  in  the  light  of  their 
political  antecedents,  but  in  view  of  the  records  they  have  made  du- 
ring this  inhuman  war.  That  record  shows  that  they  have  used  their 
partisan  power  to  impeach  the  Administration  before  the  people,  to 
create  sympathy  for  southern  rebels,  to  secure  an  ignoble  truce  with 
armed  traitors,  to  create  a"  popular  impression  of  the  unconstitutional 
abuse  of  rebel  murders,  and  of  illegal  taxes  on  the  part  of  your  Con- 
gress. They  have  incited  mobs  in  our  country  and  cities,  encouraged 
desertion,  through  their  allies,  from  our  armies,  stimulated  party  spleen, 
counciled  armed  resistance  to  legal  authority,  and  clamored  for  the 
constitutional  right  to  throttle  the  Government.  These  men,  it  seems, 
were  prominent  members  of  the  Democratic  party.  Had  they  been 
Republicans,  or  belonged  to  any  other  party,  I  should,  to-day,  have 
indicted  the  same  catagory  of  crime  and  treason  against  them,  if  they 
had  made  the  same  record.  And  now  they  claim  that  this  is  Democ- 
racy, and  call  upon  you  to  endorse  their  foul  record  by  voting  for  Mr. 
Vallandigham  for  Governor  of  this  noble,  patriotic  State.  I  blush 
with  shame  for  such  of  my  countrymen  as  are  thus  misguided.  Are 
you  prepared  to  dishonor  your  State,  belie  her  patriotism  and  demean 
your  citizenship  ?  I  trow  you  will  rather  teach  all  such  men  that 
when  history  shall  make  up  her  awards,  and  bring  them  into  judg- 
ments before  the  enlightened  millions  of  your  posterity,  it  will  be  said 
to  them,  as  we  have  all  said  to  the  tories  of  '76,  "depart  ye  cursed 
we  know  you  not," 
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How  such  a  man  as  the  Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandighani,  a  condemned 
exile  from  the  land  of  his  birth — condemned  by  impartial  courts 
of  his  own  political  complexion  —  an  exile  under  the  pro- 
ection  of  a  foreign  government  —  could  so  far  presume  upon 
the  perverted  intelligence  and  party  corruption  of  his  country- 
men as  to  issue  his  recent  manifesto  to  the  citizens  of  Ohio, 
teeming,  as  it  is,  with  misrepresentation,  slander  and  treason, 
can  be  explained  by  none,  perhaps,  except  by  those  amiable 
gentlemen  who  are  in  his  immediate  service.  In  the  incipient  stages, 
and  during  the  progress  of  this  fratricidal  war,  Mr.  Vallandigham — ■ 
the  American  Cataline — -has  been  the  mouth-piece,  in  the  North,  of  the 
slave  power  in  the  South.  And  his  strategy  has  been,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  loyalty  to  the  Union,  to  sow  the  seeds  of  disaffection  and  hos- 
tility to  the  Federal  Administration.  This  is  the  key  to  his  character. 
He  has  had  the  opportunity,  few  men  ever  enjoy,  of  making  his  name 
illustrious  in  the  annals  of  patriotism.  This  niche  in  the  temple  of 
his  country's  renown  he  has  seen  fit,  by  the  deliberate  verdict  of  his 
own  heart,  to  decline  !  He  has  chosen  his  destiny;  and  time  will  but 
deepen  the  shades  of  his  ignominy.  The  pretentions  of  a  claim  on  the 
part  of  such  a  man  to  the  constitutional  protection  of  the  government, 
whose  very  existence  he  would  imperil,  is  only  as  absurd  as  the  refusal 
of  a  certain  notorious  committee  to  accept  his  release,  on  condition 
that  they  so  far  become  patriots  as  to  cease  to  be  partisans,  is 
prophetic  of  their  true  political  character.  It  will  not  do  for  these 
men,  who  represent  the  talent  and  intelligence  of  Mr.  Vallandigham's 
party,  to  say  that  the  "  condition  "  implied  their  previous  disloyalty. 
Whole  Northern  conferences  of  ministers,  than  whom  no  men  have  a 
sense  of  personal  honor  more  delicate,  have  taken  oaths  of  allegiance 
the  same  in  spirit  as  the  aforesaid  "condition."  To  this  committee 
should  be  dedicated  the  biography  of  their  chosen  champion. 

I  know  of  no  parallel  to  the  arrogant  impudence  of  this  act  of  Mr. 
Vallandigham,  unless  it  be  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Horatio  Seymour,  who 
seems  so  strangely  destitute  of  the  moral  qualities  that  should  adorn 
the  high  office  he  writes  for,  that  I  may  style  him  a  man  of  a  New 
York   rabble,    with  as  much    propriety,  I  suppose,  as  Demosthenes 
called  King  Phillip  a  man  of  Macedon.     Think  of  it,  my  countrymen, 
the  Governor  of  New  York,  at  the  moment  when  Jefferson  Davis, 
"  Impiger,  iracundus,  inexorabilis,  acer, 
Jura  negat  sibi,  nota,  nihil  non  arrogat  armis,* 
Cerberus-like,  is  by  conscription  hatching  armies  of  hell-hounds  to 

*  "  Impatient,  rash,  inexorable,  proud, 
Scorning  all  judges,,  and  all  laws  but  arms," 
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murder  your  families  and  plunder  your  nation,  demands  of  your  Pres- 
ident to  suspend  the  present  generous  draft  until  its  constitutionality  can 
be  tested  next  December  by  the  Supreme  Court.  I  denominate  this  the 
idiotism  of  treason. 

I  am  prompted  alone  by  my  love  to  my  country  to  speak  of  these 
things.  They  are  among  the  threatening  elements  that  endanger  our 
national  existence.  I  seek  no  office.  I  am  no  stumper;  no  politician. 
I  have  been  only  a  thoughtful  observer  of  passing  events.  I  have  no 
motive  to  underrate  Mr.  Vallandigham  ;  and  could  I  in  truth  do  so,  a 
thousand  times  rather  would  I  write  it  in  letters  of  unfading  light, 
that  Mr.  Vallandigham,  like  JeffersoD,  and  Polk,  and  Jackson,  and 
Butler,  and  Stanton,  and  Chase  had  given  his  great  talents  and  influence 
to  maintain  the  authority,  integrity  and  honor  of  his  nation.  But 
Mr.  Vallandigham  is,  unhappily  for  himself,  before  the  country  ; 
placed  there,  I  am  ashamed  to  be  obliged  to  say,  by  an  unorganized 
convention  of  impulsive  men,  as  a  malignant  thrust  at  your  Chief 
Federal  Executive,  with  no  hope  of  gaining  more  for  his  party 
than  a  kind  of  muster-roll  of  all  who  are  so  far  wanting  in  self-respect 
and  patriotism  as  to  enlist  in  a  crusade  against  the  loyal  exercise  of 
that  power  which  alone  has  thus  far  saved  the  Union  !  Mr.  Vallan- 
digham has  made  his  record.  We  must  look  at  it ;  and  as  we  discern 
the  dark  outlines  of  his  official  character,  we  must  give  utterance  to 
the  honest  convictions  of  our  heart. 

Judges,  Ranney  and  Whitman,  and  other  true  loyal  men,  were  not 
wanting  to  the  Democratic  party,  who  would  have  honored  the  loyalty 
and  intelligence  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  its  Chief  Magistrate.  But 
the  plot  within  the  plot,  the  sub-act  in  the  tragedy  of  the  slave  power 
was,  that  you  should  be  yoked  to  its  car,  that  Mr.  Vallandigham's 
adroit  treason  should  be  endorsed  by  the  people  of  this  great  State  of 
Ohio.  Are  you  ready  thus  to  hold  up  the  power  of  treason  in  its 
bloody  work  of  dismembering  your  nation,  and  robbing  you  of  your 
liberties  ?  As  to  myself,  my  countrymen,  I  would  sooner  let  the  sun 
go  out  in  eternal  night  than  to  entail  this  ignominy  upon  my  posterity! 
Life  is  not  the  most  valuable  of  our  possessions.  Christ  is  not  a  mere 
dead  sheet  of  paper  between  the  lids  of  the  Bible.  He  lives,  He 
reigns,  He  rides  in  the  van  of  the  army  of  nations.  The  church  is 
not  the  only  institution  that  embodies  him.  He  is  in  temples  of  jus- 
tice, halls  of  legislation,  and  chambers  of  commerce,  and  prefigures 
the  doom  of  nations.  In  obedience  to  your  nobler  nature  then,  and 
your  love  of  country,  let  me  beseech  you  to  blot  every  suspected  name 
from  your  ticket,  and  teach  rabble  caucuses  and  foresworn  treason  that 
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your  intelligence   and   your   patriotism   are  alike   above  the  range  of 
their  polluting  influence. 

The  lapse  of  ages  can  alone  unfold  the  worth  of  the  free  institutions, 
created  by  our  Fathers,  and,  to-day,  so  heroically  defended  by  our 
noble  armies.  They  need  no  leagues  or  secret  combinations  for  their 
defence.  Their  citadel  is  in  the  moral  instincts  of  an  enlightened  and 
free  people.  Let  this  chilling  spot  that  has  come  upon  our  sun  of 
empire,  threatening  to  quench  the  light  of  our  arts,  and  commerce,  and 
religion  forages,  be  consumed  by  the  fires  of  an  unselfish  patriotism. 
Let  an  outraged  and  indignant  people  write  "Carthago  Delenda" 
upon  the  forehead  of  that  winged  Dragon,  whose  fiery  breath  would 
destroy  the  temple  of  our  liberties,  and  is,  to-day,  wasting  the  fairest 
portion  of  a  sister  State.  It  has  written  its  history  in  blood.  Let  it 
be  no  more  ! 

The  duty  of  this  great  nation  is  clear.  The  conclusion,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  irresistable.  It  is  the  inevitable  logic  of  our  whole  civil  history, 
and,  on  this  day  which  we  have  been  wont  to  make  joyous  and  festive, 
reiterated  by  the  carnage  of  a  hundred  battle-fields,  that  the  political 
power  of  Slavery,  as  a  property  institution,  must  be  extinguished  j 
apologies  for  it,  swept  from  all  the  pulpits  of  the  land;  its  spirit  driven 
from  the  literature  and  breasts  of  the  people  ;  the  churches  purged  of 
its  moral  defilement  and  its  legal  protection,  blotted  from  all  State 
and  Federal  statute-books  as  the  only  hope  of  an  honorable  and 
enduring-  peace  for  our  country  !  Thank  God  !  the  gloom  of  a  long 
night  is  broken  !  the  day  dawns  !  the  light  comes  streaming  in  !  the 
consummation  is  at  hand  !  Our  hearts  swell  with  emotions  Angels 
might  envy !  We  bow  in  profoundest  awe  before  the  majesty  of 
Him  whose  power  is  transforming  the  nation.  The  slave  power  has 
created  this  logic,  and  indicted  this  conclusion.  I  could  not  have 
written  it  two  years  agone.  With  such  a  spirit,  and  such  convictions 
upon  me,  you  may  perhaps  call  me  radical—an  Abolitionist.  Be  it 
so  !  Two  years  since  we  all  alike,  both  Democrats  and  Republicans, 
repudiated  my  conclusion  of  to-day.  But  the  pendulum  vibrates.  The 
index  moves  upon  the  dial-plate  ;  and  now  the  stone  that  the  builders 
rejected,  becomes  the  head  of  the  corner  !  I  have  spoken  my  delib- 
erate convictions.  I  desire  the  courteous  regards  of  my  fellew  citizen; 
but  I  fear  no  frowns,  ask  no  favors,  as  the  price  of  principle.  I 
would  scorn  to  be  the  sounding-board  of  any  sectarian  or  party  creed, 
either  in  Church  or  State.  God  has  spread  humanity  oat  and  onward 
through  the  ages,  too  far.     It   would  be  demeaning. 

Avaunt  my  conclusion,  if  you  wish.     But,   remember,   the   time 
draws  near  !     You  will  endorse  it.     It  may  not  be  until  you  see  its 
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verification  in  the  light  of  your  own  burning   homes  !     But  you  will 

endorse  it. 

"  Quod  ad  veritiatem  referter  majus  est  quam  quod,  ad  opinionem." 
"  Truth  is  mightier  than  opinion." 

Brethren  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F.,  you  are  patriots  by  the  formulas  and 
teachings  of  your  noble  Institution.  Be  true  to  your  country,  to  each 
other,  to  your  own  hearts  !  Make  your  lives  a  living  exemplification 
of  your  faith  in  your  principles,  in  humanity,  in  your  God.  And  as 
the  scroll  of  your  future  history  gradually  unfolds,  may  it  be  such  as 
to  thrill  with  joy  the  hearts  of  angels  and  all  good  men. 
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